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A Message From The Headteacher

We welcome your interest in our school and appreciate that parents take great care in choosing the right school for their child.

We know that you will want your child to grow and learn in a happy, caring atmosphere and be treated as an individual.  We enable our children to gain confidence, self-discipline and self-respect as well as respect for others.  We provide a wide range of learning opportunities and expect every child to do their best at all times.

We hope that this brochure will provide you with useful information about our school.  If you need more details or would like to visit the school please contact us and we shall be pleased to help.

Mrs R L Chahal

Headteacher

Prospectus 2008 – 2009
Aims
At The Oval Primary School we aim to provide children with opportunities to prepare them for adult life.

We create an ethos and curriculum which provide maximum learning for each individual child.  To suit all pupils’ needs we:

· provide the structure for a broad, exciting and interesting curriculum

· provide the environment to develop physically, creatively and spiritually

· encourage everyone to strive for success and become numerate and literate

· help people appreciate the world around us, to learn the part we need to play in protecting our environment particularly within our own local area and community

Mission Statement
The mission statement for The Oval Primary School is:


‘Together we are achieving success’
We provide a safe environment in which pupils can develop:

· socially by showing respect for others and their beliefs

· academically by achieving our potential

· with our partners by developing partnerships within the community and across the globe
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School Governors

Name







Governor Status

Mrs R L Chahal





Headteacher

Mr G Millington (Chair of Governors)


Community

Mrs S Cresser





Community

Mrs K Cato






LEA

Mrs K Khalid





LEA

Miss C Dovey





Staff Representative

Miss J Harris





Staff Representative

Mrs J Hodgetts





Staff Representative

Mrs K Evans





Parent Representative

Mrs J Green






Parent Representative

Mr A Watkins





Parent Representative

Mr S Williams





Parent Representative 
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The School Day

Session Times


Morning


Afternoon

Nursery


9.10      – 11.40am

12.50 – 3.20pm

Key Stage 1


8.55am – 12.00pm

  1.15 – 3.30pm

Key Stage 2


8.55am – 12.15pm

  1.15 – 3.30pm

Staff are available for 10 minutes at the end of each day to see children safely off the premises.  Key stage 1 children have a separate playtime to those in key stage 2 and both are supervised by staff.  At lunchtime, the senior lunchtime supervisor and her staff look after the children who stay at school during the lunch period.

The School Year 2008 - 2009
The Autumn Term

School opens:



Wednesday 3 September 2008
School closes for half-term:

Friday 24 October 2008
School opens:



Monday 3 November 2008
School closes for Christmas:

Friday 19 December 2008
The Spring Term

School opens:



Monday 5 January 2009
School closes for half-term:

Friday 13 February 2009
School opens:



Monday 23 February 2009
School closes for Easter:

Friday 3 April 2009
The Summer Term

School opens:



Monday 20 April 2009
School closes for half-term:

Friday 22 May 2009
School opens:



Monday 1 June 2009
School closes for summer:

Wednesday 22 July 2009
NB
Five teacher days are to be taken during the course of this academic year – you will be notified as soon as possible of the exact dates

Partners in Education

We operate an open door policy and welcome parents into school.  There are many ways in which we encourage our parents to be involved in school life - with visits, providing resources and supporting activities both in and out of the classroom.  Your help will always be appreciated.  Please see your child’s class teacher if you are able to offer any time or support in classes.  It will be gratefully appreciated.  Thank you.  Regular monthly parents’ forums offer the opportunity to be involved in school policy creation and decision-making planning for improvements.
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School Information

Headteacher:



Mrs R L Chahal, BEd (Hons), NPQH

Deputy Headteacher:


Miss J Harris


“



Mrs D Williams

Inclusion Manager:


Mr A Wilson

Chair of Governors:


Mr G Millington

Age range:



3 – 11 years

Number on roll in main school:
420
Number on roll in nursery:

39 places in the morning and afternoon

List Of School Staff And Classes 2008 - 2009
Class Name

Teacher’s Name

Assistant(s)

Nursery

Mrs A Clarke


Mrs S Randhawa/Miss K Taylor

Reception – RC
Mrs M Chadda

Mrs J Miller

Reception – RM
Mrs T Martin


Miss K Palmer
Year 1 – 1DB

Ms C Bhalla/Mrs L Durant
Mrs M Marshall
Year 1 – 1W

Miss L Williams

Mrs K Richardson

Year 2 – 2L

Mrs A Lander


Miss M Madden

Year 2 – 2D

Miss C Dovey



“
Year 3 – 3E

Miss K Evans


Miss T Lewis



Year 3 – 3W

Mrs R Wykes



“
Year 4 – 4W

Miss M Wyles


Mrs J Pickersgill
Year 4 – 4B

Miss P Badhan


“

Year 5 – 5M

Miss J Matthews

Mrs L Gough
Year 5 – 5A

Mr M Abbott



“

Year 6 – 6S

Mr J Sparke


Mrs J Homer/Mrs K Roberts

Year 6 – 6P

Mrs M Priestley


“

PE Co-ordinator:
Miss A Fitzhenry

Admissions Policy

Main School

Children are admitted at the beginning of the school year in which they reach their fifth birthday.  A school year runs from 1 September to 31 August.  The Oval Primary School admits two reception classes of 4-year olds each year totalling 60 places.  Places are allocated in accordance with Birmingham Education Authority’s criteria for admissions and are offered to:

1. Children looked after by the local authority (children in public care).

2. Children who have brothers or sisters already at the school and who will still be attending when they start school themselves.

3. Children who live nearest the school by straight-line measured distance.

Children from outside the area are welcome providing there are places.

Together we are achieving success

Nursery School

The agreed criteria for deciding how places should be allocated are in line with Birmingham Education Authority’s Nursery Admissions Policy.  Places are offered to:

1. Children on the child protection register and their siblings.

2. Children for whom concerns exist about their physical and emotional well-being.  

3. Children who are being investigated in respect of child protection concerns.

4. Children whose behaviour/development gives serious cause for concern.

5. Children with disabilities or a statement of special educational needs or waiting for one.

6. Children whose parents are unable to provide care as a result of a disability.

7. Children of young isolated first time parents.

8. Children of families who are itinerant, homeless or living in poor or temporary housing.

The above eight criteria will be used for children for whom there is no suitable full-time place available or whose parents do not want a full-time place for them.  After places have been allocated according to the above, the following criteria will be used for any remaining places:

9.   Children who have brothers or sisters already at the school and who will still be there when they

      start school themselves.

10. Children who live nearest to the school.

We do accept details to be put on waiting lists for children who are not yet nursery age but please note that early application is not a criteria to allocate places.

All applications are kept on file as vacancies do occur during the year as families move out of the area.  Parents are asked to let us know if there is any change to the information we have on file, particularly any change of address or telephone number so that we may contact you easily if a place should become available.

Please note, however, that admission to our nursery school does not give an automatic right to transfer to reception class the following September.

Appeals Procedure

If you wish to appeal for a place at this school for your child you should contact the Admissions and Appeals Section on 0121-675 0555.
Arrangements For Visits From Parents Considering Applying To The School

Parents are welcome to telephone or call into the school and make an appointment to tour the building.  Mrs Hopcraft, school secretary, will be happy to arrange this.

Reception And Nursery Induction

In June and July each year, parents whose children are about to begin in nursery and reception will be invited to an induction programme.  Induction details are posted on notice boards, advertised in weekly school newsletters and will be advertised in local press.  Parents who have pupils’ names on the school waiting list will be invited to attend by letter.  Induction takes place over a number of meetings during the summer term and is designed to integrate pupils successfully into school and to help and advise parents.
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Parent – School Contact

We aim to develop a good understanding between home and school before a child starts school and to continue this throughout the child’s time at The Oval Primary School.  We know that by home and school working together children make better progress both academically and socially.  The class teacher, home-school liaison teacher, learning mentor, deputy head or headteacher are always willing to talk to parents.  More time can be allocated if an appointment is made.

The Nursery Class

There are 39 part-time places available at each of the morning and afternoon sessions.  The teacher-in-charge of nursery is assisted by two nursery nurses.  Following guidance from Birmingham Local Education Authority, where places were not filled on a part-time basis parents may then be offered the opportunity of both a morning and afternoon session.

The first aim in nursery is to provide a safe, welcoming environment where the children can feel physically and emotionally secure.  The children follow an Early Years ‘Foundation’ curriculum which progresses into their reception class.  We provide experiences which build upon the young child’s natural energy, enthusiasm and curiosity.  Organised play, supervised by adults, gives the children the opportunity to talk and learn new language through first-hand experience.  Through play activities they learn to share and show consideration for others.  Confidence and independence are developed, providing a natural springboard for the transition to reception.  A love of books and stories is established and nurtured.  Activities are provided to introduce children to many practical number experiences.

During the year, children tour the school, attend some assemblies, concerts and visit classrooms.  This is part of the planned induction to prepare them for their move to reception.

Class Sizes

For pupils aged 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 school admits 60 pupils per year group split across two forms of entry.  At this school, pupils are not taught in mixed age classes.

Some Of Our Facilities

Key stage 1 hall for assemblies / PE / dinners
Parents’ room

Key stage 2 hall for assemblies / PE / dinners
Playground and playing fields

Fourteen classrooms




Two school kitchens

ICT suite for both key stages



Separate nursery building

Special needs room / inclusion


Early Years playground

Key stage 2 adventure playground


Key stage 1 play area

Rainbow room for parents



Allotment

Outdoor play area for reception pupils

Community room
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Information About Your Child

You will wish to be involved in your child’s progress.  Parents have the right to see information about their children under the provision of the Education Reform Act unless the disclosure of this information is deemed likely to be detrimental to the child.

Parents’ Evenings And Consultation Days

Parents are requested to meet with staff and see their children’s work each term.  If you have difficulty attending on these occasions please contact the school to make alternative arrangements.  Appointments can be made to discuss your child’s progress, in confidence, during the year.  We encourage a regular dialogue between pupils, parents and teachers and a variety of meetings occur across the school year to enable parents to fully participate in their child’s education.

Attendance / Absence

Both of these issues have been targeted for improvement.  A target of 95% has been set for attendance.  School has set procedures in place, working with the Education Social Worker and with an award being given each week to the classes in both key stages 1 and 2 achieving the best attendance.  This is also highlighted in the weekly school newsletter.  Punctuality continues to be an issue for our school and we would ask parents to ensure that children arrive at school to start at 8.55am – pupils should arrive in the school playground from 8.50am.  From 8.50am onwards duty teachers will be in the school playground.  Children who regularly arrive late not only miss out on valuable lesson time for themselves but also disrupt lessons for other pupils in their class.  For the academic year 2007 - 2008 the percentage of half days missed through authorised absence was 4.62% whilst that for unauthorised absence was 2.05%.  It is essential that parents tell the school why their child is absent.  Parents should telephone the school office on the first morning of their child’s absence with the reason.  If no reason is subsequently given it is a legal requirement that the absence is recorded as unauthorised.  Going shopping, birthday parties, days out etc cannot be authorised and are shown on your child’s attendance record as unauthorised.  The school works closely with the Education Social Worker to ensure children attend school regularly.

	Number of pupils of compulsory school age on roll:

The percentage of half days (sessions) missed through authorised absence:

The percentage of half days (sessions) missed through unauthorised absence:
	420
4.62%
2.05%


Holidays During Term-Time

On the rare occasions when families have to take their annual holiday during term time, parents must make a written request to the headteacher.  NO holidays will be authorised where the child’s attendance is below 95%.  Holiday absences in the school year are restricted by Government regulations and monitored by the Education Social Worker.  School requests that parents please plan vacations in holiday periods.
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Religious Education And Collective Worship

Our school is not affiliated with any particular religion or religious denomination.  However, school follows Birmingham Education Authority’s agreed syllabus.  Collective worship at school is mainly or wholly broadly Christian in ethos.

Pupils take part in a daily act of collective worship which takes place either in the school hall ie assembly or in classrooms.  Act of collective worship takes the form of a prayer or thought and is part of daily assembly.  Assemblies follow a weekly theme which is on display in the school’s entrance hall.  Parents are invited throughout the year to attend class and special assemblies.

Parents are advised of their right to withdraw pupils from both RE teaching and collective worship in accordance with the Education Reform Act 1988.

Please make an arrangement to discuss this with the headteacher if you wish so that alternative arrangements can be made.

Special Educational Needs Code Of Practice

The organisation of special needs provision follows LEA and DfES guidance.  School has a full-time Inclusion Manager who is Andrew Wilson and also a designated SEN Governor.  The school policy on special educational needs is available in school.

School works in partnership with parents to ensure pupils’ learning and behaviour needs are met.  Our school adopts a systematic staged approach to identification and assessment of pupils with special educational needs.  The headteacher is informed about children at each stage and parents are updated regularly.  External agencies and specialists are involved as necessary and school liaises with several organisations such as speech and language, school nurse, social services – all to improve provision for pupils, and parents are also informed at regular intervals about this.  We also work closely with our Educational Psychologist.

School provides small group work and 1:1 provision for many of the children on the special needs register whether they have a statement or not.

When pupils arrive at The Oval Primary School, their particular needs are assessed.  Pupils are placed on the register at the same stage as their previous school and we assess their needs and set up their IEP and programme as necessary.  As stated in the SEN policy, our site access for the physically disabled person is particularly difficult.

A special needs audit is carried out each autumn term to identify particular needs – parents are informed, a register is set up and IEPs written.  Differentiation is planned for each subject so that all children can access the National Curriculum.

We are an inclusive school catering for all pupils’ needs.  All classes are mixed ability and children work in different groups according to the subject studied.
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Charging Policy

As required by the Education Reform Act 1988.  There are many experiences that are enriching and exciting for the children, but which the school could not afford to provide without parents’ support.  We do ask for an appropriate voluntary contribution from parents for certain school activities particularly curriculum visits and school trips.  Visits may be cancelled, however, if not enough funds are collected to cover the cost of the transport / visit.  Discretionary charges may be sometimes made for articles such as finished work in art, needlework and technology which parents wish their children to bring home.  We may also ask for a contribution towards the cost of any loss or damage to school property caused by pupil misbehaviour.

Activities

With extra-curricular activities a charge may be made to parents for those out of school hours and extra to pupils’ curriculum work.  The Governing Body policy for charging and remission is available in school.

Annual Events

Throughout the year we celebrate festivals and hold traditional events as follows:

- Parents’ days each term




- sports days for Early Years, KS1 and 2

- Harvest thanksgiving




- leavers assembly

- Diwali and Eid celebrations




- book fairs

- Christmas productions by Early Years, KS1 and 2

- fayres at Christmas, Easter and summer

School celebrates a range of religious festivals which reflect our multicultural community and teach pupils to respect and value each other.  This aims to develop racial harmony and prepares pupils for our society at large.

Letters From School To Parents

Newsletters are sent home fortnightly, with children, to keep parents informed.  Other letters about educational visits and events are sent home as necessary.  As children sometimes forget to give letters to parents we have decided that all school post will be sent home on Wednesdays.

Parent Helpers
We welcome parents who come and help us in school with a variety of activities.  These include reading, art work, swimming and school visits.  We are grateful for any extra support for our children.  If you have a special talent or are simply interested, we would be delighted to hear from you.
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School Dinners

With effect from September 2008, The Oval Primary School is a flagship school for ‘Food For Life’ campaign striving to further improve school meals and the dining environment.  Bronze, silver and gold standard will be achieved across one year.  We aim to provide 50% organic food, seasonal vegetables across the year and use our home grown food in school meals to reduce pollution in transportation and manufacturing and aiming to eat healthier produce following school’s environmental green commitment.  Dinners are available at the school and these are cooked at Blakenhale Infant School Kitchen and delivered fresh each day.  Children have a wide and HEALTHY choice of both main courses and desserts.  Sample menus are displayed in the dinner halls.  Free school meals are provided for children whose parents are in receipt of income support, job seekers allowance and a certain level of child tax credit. Application forms and further details are available from the secretary.  Dinners are of a good quality featuring home cooked meals, free range products and NO frozen processed or fried fatty foods.  Salad is always available as well as a range of drinks. Parents are welcome to try a school meal – please book with the secretary.

Children may bring a packed lunch if they do not wish to have a school cooked meal and parents are asked to provide food in accordance with school’s healthy eating policy.  Children may go home for lunch providing parents can ensure they will return promptly for the start of the afternoon session of school.

Healthy drinks permitted in school are water, milk, pure fruit juice, yoghurt or milk drinks with less than 5% added sugar and smoothies also with less than 5% sugar.  Fizzy drinks are not permitted to be brought into school.  Healthy snacks are fruit (which is freely available for all Early Years and KS1 pupils and available to KS2 pupils for a small charge), yoghurts without chocolate, cheese or cheese snacks and cereal bars without chocolate.  No chocolate bars, biscuits, flapjacks, crisps or sweets are permitted in school.

Parents are cordially asked not to change their children from having school dinners to sandwiches or vice versa until the beginning of a new half-term.

Snack Time

The Oval Primary School is a HEALTHY SCHOOL.  We serve milk and fruit daily to pupils for morning break.  Milk is paid for half-termly and fruit each Monday.  Pupils who bring a snack from home instead are requested to bring healthy food as per the guidelines above.  This policy was developed in direct response to parental wishes in September 2000.
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School Uniform

The Oval Primary School parents have voted very strongly in favour of our children wearing the school uniform and the Governors are in support of this.  The uniform is grey trousers or skirts/pinafores, white shirts or blouses with royal blue cardigans or sweatshirts.  School reading folders, PE bags and several other items of uniform including the PE kit stated below with the school name and badge embroidered on are available to buy from the school office.  For PE all children should wear royal blue shorts, royal blue tee-shirt and pumps.  Football kit is not suitable clothing for day or PE wear.  Children are asked to wear school uniform EVERY day.
Children find participation in their school activities easier if they wear practical clothing.  No hooded tops are to be worn, nor leggings, flip flops or high heels – sensible footwear only please which should be low-heeled and black.  Trainers are not suitable or healthy footwear for daily wear.  Please also make sure that all your child’s clothing is named.

For safety reasons, children may only wear stud earrings in school.  These must be removed for PE, either by the child or the parent before the child comes to school.  School has no facilities for looking after jewellery so we request that ALL JEWELLERY is left at home.  Under no circumstances will the school accept liability for damage or loss.

Pastoral Care And Discipline

Where children behave appropriately, feel valued and work with purpose they will achieve success.  Children are encouraged to be independent, self-disciplined and self-motivated members of our school community.  We expect our children to respond to our caring, friendly and purposeful atmosphere.

If we are concerned about behaviour or any other aspect of a child’s school life we involve parents and seek their views and co-operation at an early stage.  We believe it is very important for you to tell us, in confidence, of any problems you are experiencing at home or of any change of circumstances which could affect your child at school.  The pastoral care of pupils is normally the responsibility of the class teacher supported by the headteacher.  Good behaviour is recognised and rewarded by our school discipline policy.  We know that parents and school working together, sharing information and concerns about children is the best way to help them.

Golden Time

The children all begin with their names around a sun and they work all week at keeping their names there.  If, however, their name is moved to be around a cloud – for reasons such as not following school rules – five minutes are deducted from their golden time.  Five minutes for each time their name is put around a cloud can mount up to quite a lot!  Golden time takes place every Friday afternoon and children choose the activities they want to do such as games, fun activities, DVDs, extra playtime, toys from home etc.  Each week is a fresh start so every Monday morning all children’s names are around the sun with a full amount of golden time each.  A comment from one of the children about this “I like golden time because we get to choose fun things every Friday.  You have to behave because if you don’t you have five minutes on the cloud which means you have less golden time”.
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Pastoral Care And Discipline: continued

The Discipline Policy

Rewards

50 merit points
=
bronze certificate

100 merit points
=
silver certificate

150 merit points
=
gold certificate

200 merit points
=
gold bar badge behaviour award
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Pastoral Care And Discipline: continued

	Expectations
Positive Pupil Behaviour
A respect for others.

Children encouraged to take responsibility for their own behaviour.

Children are expected to take part in a caring, sharing ethos.

Children should know and understand the rules, rewards and sanctions of the discipline policy.

The school and its community, eg pupils, staff and all those who assist in school, are encouraged to be polite and well mannered at all times.
	Teachers will:

1. Be calm, good humoured, confident and trusting.

2. Treat all pupils as ‘special’ by showing concern for them, both personally and in terms of school progress.

3. Make time to talk to pupils, especially difficult ones, in and out of lessons.

4. Encourage pupils to treat their peers as they would like to be treated themselves.

5. Make rules clear, uphold them very firmly but fairly and with sensitivity.

6. Use praise to guide rather than criticism; particularly recognise and praise any achievement of difficult pupils.

7. Avoid shouting at, confronting or criticising pupils; explain firmly but without annoyance what is wrong and how they must behave.

	Positive Reinforcement
Pupils gain:

· praise

· name on happy side

· stickers

· certificates

· send good work to headteacher or to special assembly

· golden time
	Sometimes Pupils Do Not Demonstrate School Rules

The order of sanctions on sad side of board will be followed (see previous page).

Where staff are concerned about pupil behaviour they will, of course, contact parents immediately.

Where pupils regularly reach sanction 4 (ie have had four reminders about the school rules) Mrs Chahal will contact parents and involve school discipline policy sanctions.


School Rules

1. Finish your work in the given time.  Allow everyone to do the same.

2. Do as you are asked first time.

3. Respect everyone.  Treat everyone as you wish to be treated.

4. Play safely, be careful not to hurt others.

5. Keep your hands, feet and other objects to yourself.

6. Report all problems to an adult so they can be dealt with.

7. Arrive at school and to lessons at the right time.
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School Rules: continued

Bullying Statement

There is to be no bullying of any sort at The Oval Primary School.  If this occurs, parents of both parties will be contacted immediately and asked for an appointment with the headteacher.  School will then put strategies in place to help both bully and victim.  The situation will be closely monitored and recorded and further action taken as necessary in line with school’s discipline policy.

There is to be no racial abuse of any sort at The Oval Primary School.  This will be dealt with as described above.

Security

We are a welcoming school but, nevertheless, hope you will not find our security measures unfriendly.  It is important that we know who enters our building at any time and the reason for their visit.  Our main door has a security lock system and other doors have coded number locks.  Entrance during the day is only through the main entrance.  Parents will appreciate that we continually impress upon children the danger of approaches from strangers.  Parents must request permission to collect children during the day and are asked to keep this to a minimum by asking for appointments outside the school day.  Where permission is given, parents will receive a card from the secretary giving permission for the class teacher to release their child.  Parents must then sign the pupil out at the school office.

Collecting Pupils From School

A contact form is completed for each child where parents nominate persons who are authorised collectors.  Your child will only be allowed home with the persons stated on the contact list.  If this changes, parents must telephone school with updated information.  Children may be collected early from school only when they are ill or if the family has an emergency situation.  Parents are requested not to ask for children to be dismissed from school before 3.30pm as this causes a disruption to the class’s learning in the afternoons.

Road Safety

Children are taught road safety in school as part of health education.  Parents bringing children by car are asked to take particular care and co-operate with the following:

· do not bring cars, including taxis, into the school grounds

· do not park or set down children on the zig-zag lines

Parking is not permitted on the school grounds.  It would be appreciated if the main entrance gates are used when bringing your children to and fetching them from school – please do not use the vehicular access adjacent to the caretaker’s house.  This is for everybody’s safety.
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Bicycles

May we request that bicycles are not brought in the school playground for safety reasons.

Dogs

Dogs may not be brought into the school grounds under any circumstances.  Their behaviour, especially their toilet behaviour, is unpredictable and many children do not like dogs.

Smoking – our school is a no-smoking site

In accordance with Birmingham Education Authority guidelines smoking in both the school buildings and grounds is not permitted.

Health And Welfare

Medicals

Our school nurse is always willing to help with any problems concerning a child’s health.  Parents of reception children are asked to attend a health interview with her during the first term in school.  On the advice of the school nurse, medicals may be carried out by the school doctor in the presence of parents at school.  Parents may also ask at any time for their child to have a medical examination.  Vision, hearing, height and weight checks are carried out in school by representatives of the school health service.  Our school nurse can be contacted on 0121-465 1610.

Medicines

Special provision is made for children who have asthmas, diabetes or epilepsy which require daily medication during the school day.  Parents of a child diagnosed with any of these conditions are asked to discuss their child’s needs with the teacher responsible for health and safety who may, if necessary, talk to the child’s doctor.  If prescribed medicines need to be taken during school time, adults are asked to complete a form in the school office and follow school’s medical policy.

Emergency Contacts

If children are taken ill or need attention basic care is provided at school.  Nonetheless, it is essential that parents give us phone numbers and addresses where they can be contacted in an emergency during the daytime.  We are also required to have other local emergency contacts who will act on parents’ behalf.  This information is required before the child is admitted to the school and should be kept up-to-date.  Forms will be sent home each year for a review.  Should you need to update this information in between reviews please contact the secretary.
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School Visits

We follow the International Primary Curriculum and educational visits are arranged to link with topic work and are essential in helping children to learn.  They provide opportunities for the children to gain first-hand knowledge and enrich their learning experiences.  Each year, pupils will make at least one education visit.  Some places visited include:

· Ash End House Farm

· Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery

· Blakesley Hall

· Bockleton Study Centre

· Sarehole Mill

· National Indoor Arena

· National Trust venues

Educational visits are an essential part of our children’s learning, providing invaluable experience and making learning more exciting.  Charges to parents for such visits are kept to a minimum and, where appropriate, pupils in key stage 2 use public transport.

The school is insured by the LEA against its legal liability should it be held responsible for causing injury to your child whilst in our care.  In common with many other schools, no additional insurance is arranged in respect of educational visits eg personal accident and should you be particularly concerned about this area of risk you are advised to make your own private arrangements.

Parents are always requested to sign consent forms to allow pupils to participate in visits.  Where these are not returned, it is not possible for pupils to join the trip.

Child Protection

The school’s first concern is always the welfare of the child and it has a duty to take action to protect the child at all times.  The school involves other organisations which have a duty to care for children – because it has the interests of the child in mind – and sometimes contact can be made without prior consultation with parents / carers.  All Birmingham schools follow the guidelines of the Birmingham Area Child Protection Committee.  If you would like to know more about these procedures, please talk to the headteacher.

Data Protection

Information will only be collected, used and disclosed in accordance with the school’s registered purposes for the education and welfare of your child.  Parents may request to see a child’s report / results at any time.  Please make an appointment with the school secretary.
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The Governing Body

Each year parents receive a copy of the Governors’ annual report and an invitation to discuss the report at the annual general meeting.  Parents of The Oval Primary School pupils can also ask to see copies of the rules and regulations for the Governing Body and minutes of their meetings.  Issues raised at the Governing Body AGM will be followed through by the Governors across the year.

Governing Body Curriculum Statement

We aim to provide a broad and balanced curriculum which encompasses the National Curriculum, ensures equality of opportunity and actively encourages children to value cultural diversity.

Through a variety of structured activities and opportunities, pupils will be encouraged to meet their maximum potential.

We will prepare pupils for adulthood by developing their religious, cultural and moral understandings as well as reflecting the needs of the community.

The Curriculum

What are the children learning at school?

The curriculum consists of all the activities within a school and also includes the quality of the relationships and the values which are important in developing a child’s sense of morality.  The nine subjects of the National Curriculum are only a part of this.  They are identified as:

	Core Subjects:
	English; mathematics; science; information communication technology

	Foundation Subjects:
	Geography; history; creative arts; physical education; design technology – we call this ‘topic’ and school follows the International Primary Curriculum which is a structured and balanced approach to teach exciting themes such as ‘chocolate’, ‘the circuit’ and ‘a visit to space’

	Compulsory Subjects:
	Religious education


In Early Years, subjects are taught as part of an integrated topic day.  In key stages 1 and 2, subjects are delivered mainly as separate units with foundation subjects delivered under ‘topic’ heading.

Children learn from each new experience we are able to provide.  We have the responsibility as parents and teachers to make all a child’s experiences appropriate and worthwhile.

Setting and grouping

In years 5 and 6, pupils will be set by ability in literacy and numeracy throughout the year.  Sets are flexible and regularly re-assessed.  In other year groups, 2 – 4 sets are used occasionally to promote achievement.  In foundation subjects and Early Years, pupils work in mixed ability friendship groups.  In each teaching arrangement, work is specifically matched to pupils’ abilities and needs including gifted and talented pupils’ academic needs.
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The management of the school day

In Early Years and key stage 1, teaching time is 22 hours and 40 minutes weekly.

In key stage 2, teaching time is 24 hours and 50 minutes weekly.

This excludes time for daily act of collective worship, registration, lunch and playtime breaks.

Special educational needs

The Oval Primary School follows SENDA – Special Educational Needs and Disability Act – as well as the Code of Practice which both explain how to help a child experiencing difficulties.  All children mature and develop at different rates.  Occasionally, a problem develops and, if this happens, parents are informed and a plan is formulated to support the child.  If necessary, help and advice can be sought from the agencies who can provide more specialised help.  Hopefully, then, the child can start to make improved progress.

Gifted and talented pupils

The Oval Primary School is developing a policy for ensuring pupils who are particularly gifted in an area can have their learning extended through appropriate measure of challenge.  Pupils are identified as such as a result of twice yearly tests of QCA and SATs.

Literacy

During the last twelve months, a lot of work has been undertaken to implement the new National Literacy Strategy and to raise standards in reading and writing.  We set targets for reading and writing, plan more reading and writing sessions, employ qualified TA staff to support the teaching of literacy, provide open sessions for parents, created a new library and provided a range of training sessions for staff.

Mathematics

At The Oval Primary School we teach mathematics to equip our pupils with numeracy skills which will enable them to develop a positive attitude towards using mathematics on a daily basis.  Pupils have the opportunity each day to gain greater confidence in using mental and oral strategies as well as developing a satisfaction from solving problems covered in the many aspects of the national numeracy strategy.

Science

At the Oval Primary School, in our teaching of science we aim to ensure that all children have the opportunity to satisfy their natural curiosity to explore and investigate the world around them.  We aim to develop scientific skills such as experimentation, observation, communication and prediction.    In both key stages, children’s work will be assessed by the teacher at the end of each topic and formal assessments will take place at key stage 2 SATs.  The assessments will be used to form a record of your child’s progress in science.
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Information Communication Technology

Children use computers and other forms of technology including listening centre, keyboards and programmable toys from nursery through to year 6.  Children are taught word processing, data handling, graphics and modelling.  Our aim is to give all pupils the opportunity to apply and develop their ICT capabilities in all curriculum areas.

Religious Education

Through RE, children are encouraged to reflect on their beliefs to acquire knowledge and understanding of other faiths and to make sensible, moral choices.  Children are taught to value themselves and others and they take part in a daily act of worship which is mainly Christian in nature, following Birmingham Education Department’s agreed policies.  Parents have the right to withdraw their child from collective worship and religious lessons but are asked to talk to the headteacher before doing so.

The International Primary Curriculum

All other curriculum subjects are taught through our topic work which includes a balance of subjects across the year – music, history, geography, art, PE and design technology.

Children really enjoy studying meaningful broad topics such as dinosaurs, transport and travel, under the sea and the circus.

Each topic includes a presentation to which parents are invited, an exciting entry activity and visits or visitors.  Topic work is assessed to ensure children are making progress and to check a curriculum balance is taught.

Topic teaching centres on the thinking key skills:

· enquiry

· reasoning

· information processing skills

· creating thinking

· evaluation

· communication

PSHE and citizenship / SRE
Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship at our school is used to promote pupils’ personal and social development and their health and well being.  It is taught from nursery through to year 6 and enables pupils to develop the knowledge, skills and understanding they need to lead confident, healthy and independent lives and to become informed, active and responsible citizens.
Sex and relationship education at our school supports pupils through their physical, emotional and moral development.  It enables them to develop the skills and understanding needed to make healthy, responsible choices about their health and well being and to move more confidently and responsibly into adolescence.  SRE is taught from nursery through to year 6 with more discrete lessons provided for years 4, 5 and 6.
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Residential visits

Following Birmingham’s Primary Guarantee, school provides a residential visit each year.  Visits are to LEA-run centres where pupils can continue their education in an outdoors environment.  We visited  the Isle of Wight in June 2007 and Stackpole for Outdoor Learning in July 2008.

Extra-curricular activities

We arrange school-funded holiday clubs at Easter.  Some after-school sporting clubs occur seasonally and run for one night per week whilst daylight lasts.  Clubs presently in operation include American football, drama, football, guitar and Spanish.   Parents must collect from out of hours activities and sign a consent form to allow their attendance.

Pupils will be involved in extra-curricular activities provided they demonstrate appropriate standards of behaviour during school hours and at the club.

Theatre trips are occasionally arranged and parents will be requested to fund these visits.

Clubs in school

Across the year, a variety of after school and lunchtime clubs are offered.  These may include football, computers and a story club for example.

Summer / Easter schools

Due to our very positive link with EAZ we have been able to provide Easter schools over the last two years.  We hope these will continue.

After school club

We provide an Ofsted registered after school club from 3.30 – 6.00pm.  There are places for 24 pupils per day.   The club is fee paying (information available from the school office) and offers play activities and snacks for the children.

Complaints Procedure

If you have a worry or complaint about the school, curriculum or your child’s education, it is helpful to discuss it with the class teacher, key stage co-ordinator, deputy headteacher or headteacher.  If you are still dissatisfied, then the Governors may be approached in writing to the Chair of Governors, c/o The Oval Primary School.

Education Action Zone

The Oval Primary School is a member of the Kitts Green / Shard End education action zone.  The Zone provides many additional opportunities for pupils and school works with the EAZ to develop joint priorities particularly:

· raising standards of literacy and numeracy

· working with pupils to develop appropriate behaviour which enables good work
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Provision For Sport

Across the school year, pupils are offered a variety of sporting opportunities such as:

- football clubs
- yoga



- adventurous outdoor education

- rounders clubs
- swimming


- dance

- netball clubs

- massage (child on child)
- gym

We participate in local schools’ competitions.  Sometimes these are organised as single-sex competitions.  The Oval Primary School endeavours to ensure all pupils have the same opportunities.  These clubs are organised out of school hours or extra-curricular.

Arts Policy Provision

The Oval Primary School tries to develop a variety of opportunities for arts development particularly through our topic curriculum.

Visits to art galleries are arranged.  Theatre trips are organised as extra-curricular activities on the whole.  On occasions, theatre groups may work as ‘artist in residence’ within curriculum time.

Additional Documents

Parents may request to see the following:

- schemes of work

- child protection policy

- data protection
- school policies

- medicines in school
Please contact the school secretary, Mrs Hopcraft, who will make appropriate arrangements for you.

For more information, including school standards and test results, please go to school profile on http://schoolsfinder.direct.gov.uk or access school’s Ofsted report on the DfES website.

Having read all about our school, if you would now like to come and visit us you are more than welcome to do so.  Please contact us as detailed below to make a convenient appointment:

Telephone:

0121-464 3248

E-mail:

enquiry@theoval.bham.sch.uk

Thank you for taking the time to read our prospectus.
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