Parent Partnership Policy

Vision Statement

At The Oval Primary School we want to develop a creative community.  We want pupils to be inspired to work collaboratively to solve problems and flourish in their success.  We want to empower pupils, staff and the community to be independent and confident.  We want all stakeholders to understand how we learn and celebrate our achievements as worthy citizens and have belief in ourselves as achievers.

Aims Of The Oval Primary School

· To provide a safe, positive and caring environment.

· To strive towards mutual tolerance, respect and value the richness of our diverse cultural community.

· To provide a positive inclusive centre for lifelong learning.

· To be creative thinkers and to develop our capabilities to solve problems.

· To continually review our progress and plan how we can develop further.

· To be happy, enjoy our learning and celebrate success.

Name of co-ordinators: Mrs Jane Hodgetts / Mrs Marion Priestley

How can these aims be achieved through working with parents?

The Oval Primary School recognises the essential role of parents / carers in providing quality education for each of our pupils.  This parent policy represents the combined efforts of school staff and parents / carers as we continue to strengthen ties between home and school.  A strong partnership between the school and home is essential if a quality educational programme is to be provided to all our pupils.

The Oval Primary School is dedicated to the philosophy that parental involvement is integral to the success of each pupil.  For this reason, parents / carers are actively recruited as our partners for success.  In addition, we firmly believe that parent / carer involvement is one of the significant reasons that our children succeed in school.  We, therefore, wish to support and strengthen the perception of education and lifelong learning as a means of meeting individual, family and community needs within an environment of equal opportunity.

The Oval Primary School will support a variety of parental involvement strategies as it strives to develop and maintain an optimum learning environment for all pupils.  We believe that:

· parents / carers play an important role in supporting their child’s learning and the overall educational programme and environment of the school

· parents / carers are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school and at home

· parents / carers are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child

In order to ensure the safety of all pupils at The Oval Primary School, please be aware that parents / carers / adults wishing to work in school in any capacity must be prepared to undergo a CRB clearance check before being able to work with pupils.
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Parental Communication

We encourage close, co-operative relationships with parents / carers to ensure that our children feel motivated to fulfil their potential.  Communication, therefore, is vital to the effective operation of our school.

It is the belief and expectation of The Oval Primary School that communication with parents / carers will occur on a regular basis and whenever there is a necessary need to communicate.  Communication with parents / carers occurs in the following manner:

· they are kept informed of what is happening through a fortnightly newsletter from the headteacher

· telephone calls from mainly administration staff

· written letters are sent home

· individual parents / carers meetings

· parent evenings

· school surveys

· SEN review meetings

· curriculum-related activities

· parental courses / workshops

· community events

· school notice boards

· posters / flyers

Parental Activities

Parental activities are provided with the intent to maximize parental participation.  All activities are provided during the school day so as not to interfere with a parent / carer’s family commitments.

Each year opportunities are provided for parent / carer training.  Courses and workshops that take place have been and are based on interest expressed by parents / carers.  They are held to provide assistance in developing the personal and educational learning needs of our parents / carers.

Surveys are sent home at the beginning of each year so that parents / carers can provide input into courses / workshops that are of interest to them.

Present Practise

· We, at The Oval Primary School, believe that parent / carer’s involvement in their child’s education matters and we are currently working towards achieving the Leading Parent Partnership Award (LPPA).   The award will help us to focus our partnership with parents / carers upon improving our attainment and improving attendance and behaviour.

· We aim to create an atmosphere in which parents / carers feel secure, valued and welcomed at all times.

· We acknowledge and value parents / carers as co-educators.
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Present Practise - continued

· We promote and encourage staff developments for members on establishing effective relationships with parents as a means to increase academic achievement.

· We inform parents / carers about what we aim to teach each term.

· To work with parents to raise levels of expectations and achievement.

· To encourage the involvement of parents / carers in their child’s education during the whole of his / her school period.

· To encourage and develop approaches to family education.

· To encourage greater openness and joint involvement of parents / carers through opportunities to be involved in planning, review and development.

· To provide facilities and information to enable parents / carers to undertake community education opportunities.

· Learning at home – provide information and ideas to families abut how to help pupils at home with homework and other curriculum-related activities, decisions and planning.

· Volunteering – recruit and organise parent / carer help and support.

· School decision making – include parents / carers in school decisions, developing parent / carer leaders and representatives (parent governors).

· Collaborating with the community – identify and integrate resources and services from the community to strengthen school programmes, family practices and pupil learning and development.

· Meetings involving parents / carers are scheduled at times to accommodate their attendance.

· School meetings involving parents / carers will be arranged at a variety of times, such as mornings and evenings, in order to maximise opportunities for parents to participate in school related activities.

The headteacher will report to the governing body’s curriculum committee on the progress of the policy and will recommend any changes.
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