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TOPS/RLC/GEH/h:satsboycott






                  5 May 2010

 

Dear Parents / Carers Of Year 6 Pupils
Key Stage 2 SATs Update
As you may be aware school leaders and their unions have been involved in prolonged national negotiation with the government about whether your children should be involved in national testing at the age of eleven.  As school leaders, we firmly believe in good communication to ensure parents are kept fully informed of decisions that affect their child.  This letter is to inform you that the undersigned local headteachers, having robustly debated the issues raised, believe that these tests are not in the best interests of your children or our schools.  We are not opposed to testing children or accountability - we simply believe there are better ways to achieve both than the current SATs regime. We would welcome similar measures to those already taken for our seven year olds at Key Stage One.  Eleven year olds in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are not subjected to SATs instead more appropriate, comprehensive teacher assessment are in place. 

We therefore intend to boycott the actual tests so that your children are not assessed and judged on one off tests.  Please be assured the decision to boycott has not been taken lightly.  Many local schools will not be administering the SATs in 2010 including:
The Oval Primary School



Audley Primary School
Pegasus Primary School



Shirestone Community Primary School
Topcliffe Primary School



Hodge Hill Primary School
St Gerard’s RC Primary School


Brownmead Primary School

Chivenor Primary School
We oppose SATs because: 

· They are stressful for children, parents and teachers. 

· They are an unreliable way of assessing pupils’ progress. 

· Tests are no more than a snapshot of performance on a particular day. 
continued . . .
· There is an unacceptably high level of inaccuracy and inconsistency in marking, producing flawed test results. 

· Teacher assessment is on-going and has been proved by academics to be more reliable. 

· They can narrow what is taught in a primary school, squeezing out time for creative subjects and sports. 

· They encourage “teaching to the test”. 

· They undermine the morale of too many children. 

· Tests do not present a fair reflection of the breadth or depth of work done by the pupils or the school. 

We also know that your main concern will be whether your child’s education will suffer as a result of the action to boycott the SATs. We make the following promises: 

· Teachers will continue to assess and report to you your child’s progress, just as they have in previous years. 

· Teacher assessment will be moderated to ensure judgements are sound. 

· We are not opposed to using testing to inform our teacher assessments and plan to complete previous year tests under much less stressful conditions. Any testing will be properly used to underpin teacher assessment. 

· We will report these test scores and levels to secondary schools alongside our teacher assessments. In effect this means that our secondary colleagues will receive exactly the same information they would have had last year. 

· These assessments will provide you with excellent and more accurate information on your child’s progress.
· The end of year report will be sent to you as usual and will contain information on your child’s progress and tell you what national curriculum level he/she has achieved.
· Parents’ evenings will be held in the usual way.
· The school’s normal transition arrangements will continue with links with the teachers in the school that your child will be attending next year – Year 7 teachers will receive more accurate and up-to-date information. 

· Your child’s year 6 learning experience will not be limited by the tests.  Instead the time will be used to continue to provide an exciting and challenging curriculum. 

We hope that we can all rely upon your continued support so that your children and future Year 6 children have a better experience in Year 6.

Yours sincerely
 

 
Mrs R L Chahal

Headteacher
